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reckoned that their new tactics would have knocked Britain out
long before America could create an army big enough to have
any effect in the war. This was a miscalculation which
ultimately brought them to ruin. After several months, during
which they succeeded in bringing Great Britain within a few
weeks of tie end of her resources, the British Government and
Navy managed to ward off the menace—partly by accelerated
shipbuilding, partly by ingenious methods of destroying
submarines, but mainly by the device of sending merchant ships
to sea in squadrons escorted by destroyers.
The expected declaration of war came from the United
States in April 1917; but American aid could not be
effective for a year or more, and at times it seemed
doubtful whether the Allies would be able to hold out so
long. Just at the time when America was coining into the
war, Russia was going out of it. The enormous losses in men
and material which that country had suffered, and the chaos
into which its economic life had fallen, gave an opportunity
to the revolutionary forces which had long been at work
underground (§ 176), In March 1917 a food-riot in Petrograd
developed into a revolution which forced the Czar to abdicate.
At first a middle-class Socialist Government under Kerensky
tried to carry on the war, but in October an extremist party
known as the bolsheviks gained the upper hand, and made an
armistice with Germany as a preliminary to reorganising the
nation on Communist lines.
Then in the autumn Italy received a blow which placed her
hors de combat, for the time being, at any rate. Some of the
German troops released from the Eastern Front were sent to
stiffen the Austrians on the Isonzo ; and by a great offensive at *
caporetto they sent the Italians reeling back, leaving a quarter
of a million prisoners in their hands.
On the Western Front the French undertook a grandiose
attack planned by General Nivelle, but it failed with such an
appalling cost in casualties that mutiny broke out in the French
army. In order to relieve the strain on them while order was

